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From left are Admiral Thomas B. Hayward , chief of naval operations; Captain William A .
Cockell, executive assistant to the chief of naval operations; and Captain R. ). (Jack)
Grunawalt. special counsel to the chief of naval operations.

D Two members of the Law School
class of 1959 who have followed
careers in the U.S. Navy are now
serving in high posts with the Office of
the Chief of Naval Operations in
Washington, D.C. Captain William A.
Cockell, Jr., is the executive assistant
to th e chief of naval operations
(Admiral Thomas 8. Hayward) and
Captain R. J. (Jack) Grunawalt, a
member of the Judge Advocate
General's Corps, is special counsel to
the chi ef of naval operations.
Actually Cockell has served on the
immediate staffs of the last three
chi efs of naval operations , having
been a special assist ant to both
Admiral Elmo R. Zumwalt, Jr .. and
Admiral James J. Holloway III. Among
other naval duties, he commanded the
guided missil e destroyer U.S.S.
Farragut, h eaded the Strategic
Concepts Section in the Office of th e
Chief of Naval Operations,
co mm anded Destroyer Squadron
Thirteen in the Pacific Fleet, a nd was
assista nt chi ef of staff for plans and
policy, U.S. Pacific Fleet. Selected for
promotion to rear admiral in 1979,
Cockell will receive the e levation in
the summer of 1980. "My current
assign ment as executive to the chief of
naval operations involves running his
office and immediate staff (of which
Jack Grunawalt is a part) , managing
work flow, following up on execution
of CNO decisions , and accompanying
the CNO on his frequent trips to fleet
units and foreign countries," says
Cocke!!. "Selecting the Navy line
rat he r than law was a hard decisionboth were attractive alternatives. I
h ave never regretted the decisionth e Navy has been an exciting and
rewarding career. But I must say,

though I have not practiced law , the
intellectual discipline and analytical
capability one acquires from a legal
education have been a pronounced
asset in my naval career."
Captain R. J. Grunawalt received a
8 .A. in history from the U-M in 1956
and entered the Navy upon
graduation from U-M Law School in
1!l59. He also graduated from the
Nava l Justice School and the U.S .
Army Judge Advocate General's
School at Charlottesville, Va. Before
becoming the special counsel to the
chief of naval operations in 1976, he
had been assigned to the Office of the
Assistant Secretary of Defense for
International Security Affairs, and
was fleet judge advocate under the
commander of the U.S. Seventh Fleet.
He served an extended tour in
Southeast Asia as deputy director of
the U.S. Naval Law Center in DaNang,
Vietnam , director of th e Naval Law
Center in Guam, and staff judge
advocate for the commander of the
U.S. Naval Force, Marianas Island . In
his present post, Grunawalt advises
the chief of naval operations on legal
matters relating to militar y justice,
international law, authority and
responsibility of the chief of naval
operations, military personnel, and
legislative matters . Grunawalt is a
member of the bars of the U .S.
Supreme Court, U.S . Court of Military
Appeals , and th e Michigan Supreme
Court. His militar y awards include the
Meritorious Service Medal with Gold
Star, the Joint Service Commendation
Medal , the Navy Commendation
Medal. the National Defense Service
Medal. th e Vietnam Service Medal,
and th e Republic of Vietnam
Campaign Medal.
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George E. Lohr

Jose ph C. Ze ng e r le

D In another branch of the military ,
1971 U-M law alumnus Joseph C.
Zengerle was sworn in Feb . 15 as the
assistant secretary of the Air Force for
manpower , reserve affairs and
ins tallations . He had been nominated
for th e post last De cember by
President Carter. The swearing in
ce r e mon y was administered in
Fe bruary b y Judge Carl McGowan of
the U.S . Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia Circuit, for whom
Ze ngerle serve d as law clerk during
1972 a nd 1973. Among other posts,
Ze nge rle was an associate with the
Washington law firm of Arnold and
Port e r, a nd during 1973 and 1974 was
law cl e rk to Ch ief Justice Warren
Burge r of th e U.S. Supreme Court. He
receive d a B.A. from th e U.S. Military
Aca d e my in 1964 a nd . along with his
wi fe Lynd a, ea rn e d a J.D. with honors
fro m U-M Law School in 1971 . A
Vie tna m ve teran who served as a
specia l assis ta n t to th e U.S.
co mm a nde r during th e Tel offe nsive ,
Zenger le has b ee n a ctive in improving
the sta tus of Viet nam ve terans . As a
sideli ne lo hi s regul a r lega l wo rk ,
Ze ngerle in 1977 co-found ed a
national organiza ti on , th e Vie tnam
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Veterans of America , and has written
articles and made television and radio
appearances on behalf of this group .
His wife , Lynda, has also been in the
public spotlight. A partner in the
Washington, D.C. law firm of
Leighton, Conklin, Lemov & Jacobs ,
she was cited in various newspaper
articles for her success in combining
motherhood (the Zengerles are
parents of two young sons] with a legal
career. She was also quoted in one
recent New York Times series on the
Immigration and Naturalization
Service. one of Mrs. Zengerle's areas
of practice .

D George E. Lohr, a member of the
Law School class of 1958, was
appointed to the Colorado Supreme
Court by Gov . Richard Lamm . Justice
Lohr had previously served as judge
for the Ninth Judicial Circuit in
Colorado (and as chief judge since
1976). where he presided over two of
the most sensational criminal cases in
recent Colorado history-those of
murderer Theodore R. Bundy and
singer Claudine Longet. In the Bundy
case, Lohr in December, 1977, issued a
controversial ruling that the state
couldn't seek the death penalty
against Bundy because Colorado's
death penalty law was
unconstitutional. His ruling was
upheld by the Colorado Supreme
Court. Among other positions, Lohr
has served Colorado as water judge
for Water Division 5: as counsel for
Snowmass American Corporation
(developers of the Snowmass-atAspen resort) and for Real Estate
Affiliates. Inc .; corporate counsel for
Janss Corporation of Thousand Oaks,
Calif. ; and partner in the Denver law
firm of Davis, Graham & Stubbs. A
native of Gary, S.D .. Lohr graduated
from South Dakota State University in
1953 , and served in the U.S . Air Force
from 1953 to 1955 before attending
Michigan Law School.

Cecil F. Poole

Charles B. Renfrew

□

Cecil F. Poole of the Law School
class of 1938 has recently become
judge for the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Ninth Circuit in San Francisco (the
court's jurisdiction includes
California, Oregon, Nevada, Montana,
Washington, Idaho, Arizona, Alaska,
Hawaii, and Guam]. judge Poole had
been on the U.S. district court bench
for the northern district of California
since 1976. After receiving both the
A.B. and a law degree from Michigan,
Poole went on to receive an LL.M.
from Harvard University in 1939. He
served as assistant district attorney for
the city and county of San Francisco
from 1949 to 1958 and was legal
counsel to California Gov. Edmund G.
(Pat] Brown from 1959 to 1961 . He
became U .S. attorney for the northern
district of California in 1961,
remaining in that post until 1970. Poole
was a law professor at University of
California at Berkeley, and has been
affiliated with the law firm of Jacobs,
Sills & Coblentz in San Francisco.

□ Charles B. Renfrew, member of the
Law School class of 1956, was sworn in
in March as the deputy United States
attorney general, second in command
to Attorney General Benjamin R.
Civiletti . Renfrew had served on the
federal district court bench in San
Francisco, and was previously an
antitrust lawyer with the San
Francisco law firm of Pillsbury,
Madison and Sutro. As deputy
attorney general, Renfrew will direct
programs on criminal law
enforcement. including such cases as
the Federal Bureau of Investigation's
Abscam and Brilab inquiries.
Renfrew was born in Detroit Oct. 31,
1928, and grew up in Birmingham,
Mich . He served two years in the
Navy before entering Princeton
University in 1948 and was a
lieutenant in the Army for two years
after graduating from Princeton . He
went to work in San Francisco soon
after graduating from Michigan Law
School in 1956. In preparation for the
focus on criminal law cases as deputy
attorney general, Renfrew handled
more than 250 criminal cases as a U .S .
district judge. He visited federal
prisons, att e nded disciplinary
headings, and followed the
performance in prison of those he had
sentenced .
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